he 0135 of Br. Wiuanty 
3 85 the e of Ear. 
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"yi 0 the Conch ** Scotland. 
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4 HE Pt. vibe Paſtor to the Stat, We IS 
at London, and enjoying the Benefit ot the To- 


leration to Proteſtant Diflenters in England, did, 
in ts, 1, ſeven Years ago, preach aSermott 
| 17 the Benefit 4 Kart School at L ado; and in Fa" 
A ale may fix Years ago, preach a Sermon betore 
. Reformation of vert there: Each of 
thefe Sermons he publiſhed; foon after preaching them, 


at the Defire of feverat worthy Mit iſters and others who 


heard them; and the laſt likewiſe at the Requeſt of the 
Societies for Keformation of Manzers. They were both 
foon diſperſed in Scotland; and the firſt of chin was re- 


d and vented at Edinburgh; by a Bookſeller ay. 


in the Lime of the General Afembly 1731: Yet, for ſe 
veral Years; nothing was heard of x any Miniſters of the 
Church of Scotland finding any Fault —— either of theſe 
two detmons, or any Paflage in them: Yea, no Menti- 
On was made of any thing blameable in either of the ſaid 
Sermons; when wn Propoſal was made, in November 
1736, of chuſing Dr. 1 ar to the Office of Principal; 

and Firſt Paz: of Divinity in the College of Edin: 
burgh ; to which Choice the R. Miniſters "E dinturghs 
at a Mecting where almoſt all of them were preſent, gave 
their Aviſamentum withaut a contradiQory Voice. 


was there any Talk of an amiſs in cheſe Sermons 


till a couſiderabte Time ten two Calls; to the 

R. Mr. Webfter and Dr. Wherito be Miniſters of Edin- 
lux, were brought in to the Presbytery, for their Con- 
currende p the 3 of both ls was at fir 


1 : 
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delayed for about a Month. And then, on February 124 
1737, while the R. Miniſters of . were ke x ; 
the Door as Parties, (which tis conceived they ought not 


to have been, when a Queſtion concerning Error in Do- 


5 Aſſembly. 


ctrine was to be brought upon the Field; eſpecially as it 
was deſired by ſeveral of them, that, if any other Diſicul- 
ties were ſtarted, beſides the alledged Averſion in the va- 
cant Seſſions, the Presbytery would let them know of 
them, that they might endeavour to remove them) it was 
then alledged by tome Members, That the Sermons 
„ above mentioned did contain Opinions and Aſſertions 
* contrary totheeſtabliſhed Doctrines of this Church, c. 
and argued, * that, from theſe Paſſages of the ſaid Ser- 
* mons, and the Contrariety thereof to the e of 
Faith, &c. there was ſufficient Ground for the Presby- 
© tery's refuſing their Concurrence with the Call to Mr. 
4 Wiſhart : And other Members urging, That the Affair 
& might be delay d, till theſe Alledgeances might be fur- 
ther conſidered, and Mr. Wiſhart be heard thereon; 
it was carried, by a Vote, to. proceed without. Delay: 
Upon which precipitant Step feveral Members withdrew; 
and then it was found, by fix Miniſters. from four Pariſh- 
es, and their four Elders, That the above Ground was 
relevant 810 their concurring with the ſaid Call. A- 
gainſt Which Sentence, the Hon. Magiſtrates of Edin 
bargh, ahd other Callers of the Dr. proteſted; and ap- 
pealed to the R. Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale > Who, 
after having, at ſeveral Diets, both at their ordinary Sy- 
nod, and two Synods pro re nata, heard the Drs Defen- 
ces of himſelf againſt the R. Presbytery's Charge of Er- 
ror, together with the Replies of the R. Brethren ap- 
ointed to defend the Presbytery's Sentence, delivered 
oth viva voce and in Writing; and having maturely and 
deliberately confidered the whole Affair, did, on the 26th 
and 27th of April laſt, by ſeveral. Interlocutors, acquit 
the Dr. from the Charge of Error on the ſeveral Articles; 
and then came to this Sentence, That there is now no 
« Ground for the Presbytery's refuſing to concur with 
4 the Call to the Dr. on account of any Errors charged 
againſt him.” Againſt this Sentence the R. Mr. George 
Logan and others proteſted, and appealed to the General 


88 
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Fellow the particuler Articles of the Charge ; with the H 
 * ſages of the Dr.'s Sermons on which they are founded by 


' #be R. Precbytery ; and the Articles of the Confeſſion of 


Faith which they are alledged to contradick : Together 
with a4 — the Defove 


ves made by the Dr. before 
" the R. Synod. ee Horns, 


IO» Are: —_ That he reſtriQs and confines the Magi. 
*. ſtrate's Power of puniſhing Offenders, to thoſe Crimes 


& that are committed againſt our Neighbours ; whereas 
** onr Coufeſſiom extends the Power of N — to the 


puniſhing of Blaſphemies, Hereſies, Breach of $a 5 


and other abominable Sins againſt the firſt Table of the 


= 


_"*Law-" : 


Art. 2. ** That as he unwarrantably reſtricts the Power 
e of Chriſtian Governors, ſo he licentiouſly extends the 
Liberty of Chriſtian Subjects, by leaving all Men to 
<aQ _ and without Fear of Man's Judgment, in 
< all religious Affairs, agrecably to the Light of their 
* own Minds; thereby juſtifying the moſt boundleſs 
* Toleration of Errors in the Chriſtian Church, and o- 
** pening 4 wide Door to Hereticks, openly to impugn, 


' ©. preach and print what they pleaſe, againſt the known 
* — moſt important Principles of Ch 1 


riſtianity: So that, 
« in the Affairs of Conſcience, and in the Trial of reli- 
& gious and moral Truths, free Scope may be given, not 
« only to Argument and Reaſon, but alſo to Raillery 
and Byffoonry, without any Hazard from the ſecular 
4 Arm, in ſuch Affairs, 1 


Theſe Articles are plainly eo-incident, and founded 
by the Presbytery on Kef. Serm. p. 29. l. 30.— where, 
— of the Societies for Reformatiun 


ſpeaking to the 
of Manners, he ſays, © There is one Caution, particularly, 
« which appears to me of ſuch Importance, that I hope 
you'll forgive me, if I cannot but put you in mind of 
it; namely, That tho? there are other Methods proper 
uſed, for reclaiming our Neighbours'from any 
Thing that is amiſs in them, as Inſtruction, Perſuaſion 
and the Influence of a good Example; yet the Method 


e of puniſhing Offenders, is to be confin-d toſuch Crimes 


of the vicious as are hurtful to others about them, de 


4 
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i difturb the Peace of fun 3 (And therefore, | 


t you ar. carefully to beware, that, under 
if puniſhing Crimes, you do not unhuſſly reſtrain Men 


t trom the free Exerciſe of their natural and unaljenable 
60 Right, of. enquiring for themnſelves in Affairs of Reli? 
. Kit and acting agreeably to the Light of theit own _ 


Minds; ſo far as it does not lead them to commit an 
# Matter of Wrong or wicked Leydneſs, bywhichtheir 


+ Neighboury are injured, or their natural or civil Rights. 


& invaded. It would certainly be a moſt awkward and 
, inconſiſtent Thing, if they, who ſet themſelves to bear 
„down and ſuppreſs Vice, ſhould, under that Colour, 


« ſex themſelves to ſuppreſz, by Methods of Violence, 


** the.Exerciſe of a Right, without the Exerciſe of which 
in ſome Meaſure there could be no Virtue; the Right 
# of Conſcience, and private Judgment in Matters of 
Religion: How abſurd and inconſiſtent would it be, 
# if the Men | 

* zers ſhould themſelyes, and pretending to act in that 
+ Charadtcr tov, be guilty of the greateſt Iniquity and 
ff Injuſtice? Should become Perſecurors amd injuriout? 
te or permit therpſelyes to be made the Inſtruments or 
* Patrons of any Motion or. Attempt, to deprive their 
« F cllow-ſhbjedts of any of their valuable Liberties and 
„ Privileges; or infringe any of thoſe natural dr 21 


1 Rights, in the Poſſeflion and Exerciſe of which it is 
the proper Office of the civil Magiſtrate to prateqt and 


gefend all good Subjects? | ; 1 

„Among many Eyils, and Characters of Degeneracy, 
to be lamented in the preſent Age, there is oe ver 

F great Bleſſing, which all good Men have ground tq 
rejaycè in; That the Principles of Libert , the Rights 
50 of Conſcience and private Judgmens, are better under- 
** ſtood, and more regarded, than for any thing 2 
* they haye eyer been in former Timeg ;.gnd I helieve 

# may agventure to ſay no leſs, if not more, in Great 
% Britain, than in any other Country under the Sun. 
„ While this Happineſs continues among us, as I hope 
te it will continue, ſpread and grow; eſpecially while 
© we are under the Protection of à Goyernment, which, 
in the making of Laws, and the Adminiſtration of Ju- 


* ſtice, acts with ſuch a.ſacred Regard to theſe Righrs; 


Pretence of. 


+ a. Sw © <a Ms "m6... 2. * f 


ders of Societies for Reformation of Man- 


„ that valuable 
#. {tor Armagh take place; while the great Bars a- 


4 55 free Scope, we ma may — — that Impoſtures of all Kind 


422. 


in alt uſefah 


1 a free and impartial Enq — 
gard to worldly Intereſt,. 1 the Fear of 

+ ment, ae removed: And when Truth in Reli cg and 
ity obtains a fair — Reaſon and Argument 


&+ ſha}l be more detectell; the HE 


5 Darkneſs,” which has been chiefly ſupported yr 
ar 


4 thods of Violence and the Inte of the 
* Arm in Affairs Conſrience, be more and eee, 
% weakned ; falſe Reaſoning, and ill- placed Railler 
< Buſfoonry, will not lon d the Teſt, but one — 


- 
oF 


* or other expoſe — and the Folly and Abſur, 


0 dity of thoſe: ſhall more and more appear, who call Er 
vil good, and Good evil, &c. | 
« Only it — us to 1 „that we uſe 


* 2 our Liberty for a Cloak of Licentiomſneſi; that we 


don't my e of that Liberty we have, and ought to 
* have, of acting 22 by to the Diates* of our Conſcis 
66 ences, withont of Mam Judgment ; as 2 Pretence 
to nr over acting: contrary to the ictates of 0 
% Conſciences, without Fear of the righteors 2 of 
« God. It fach Serve eyer hurries Men on te 
the committing Matter of or wicked Lewd 
e neſs againſt others, the governing wers in civil Soci- 
Ge ety, who are Guardians of the publick Peace, have a 
< Right, and it is their Duty to rediraln. hey pO 
4 e e and P aniſments ſuited to the ure f 
ence.” 

in Gig Paſkige i it is plain the Dr. is ſpeaki by way of 
Advice or Caution to the Members of the Societies for 
Reformation of Manners, concerning the Methods to be 
uſed by them for reclaiming Offenders; ſpeaking of theſe, 
he ſays, * The Mezhod | puniſhing is to. be confined to 
* ſach Crimes as are hurtful to others, or diſturb the 


Peace of Society: But no where, "throughout the 


whole Paſlage, does he take it on him to ff the Ma: 

giſtrate's Power of pumi ſpi ing ; ſave in the laſt Words, 

where he da That * if Men commit Maner of Wr. 

« dich overning Powers in civil — havea Right, 
it is 


1 Duty, to puniſ them; 7 2 "FRG — * | 


* 
* 
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20 Words that ſignify auy Reftriffion or Confinement or 
de Magiſtrate's ower of uniſhing. Farther? the Thing 
which the Dr. cautions theſe Gentlemen againſt, is by 


Him plainly deſcribed in theſe. Words: Unjaſtl re- 


* 


Violence the Exerciſe of the Right of Conſcience, &c. 
* depriving their Fellow- ſubjects of any of their valuable 


% Liberties and Privilege, or infringing any of their na- 


* tural or civil Rights“. And, while he is adviſing them 


thus to confine that Method of reclaiming of Offenders, - 


the bringing of them to Puniſhment; he is plainly for their 
extending it, at the ſame Time, to all ſuch Crimes as are 
hurtful to others, or (N. B.) diſturb the Peace of human 
Society. And, as he no where does, in expreſs Words, 
ſpeak any thing againſt © extending the Power of Magi- 
t ſtrates to the puniſhing of Blaſphemies, Hereſies, Breach 


4 of Sabbath, and other abominable Sins againſt the firſt | 


* Table of the Law;” ſo he cannot ſee how, by any fair 
Conſtruction or Deduttion, any ſuch Conclufias can be 
fixed on any of his Words; unleſs he had aſſerted, which 


he never does, That Men cauuot, in the Commiſſion 


: of ſach abominable Sins, be guilty of any Marter of 
* Wrong, or wicked Lewadyeſs, by which their Neighbours 


F are injured, their natural or ctvil Rights invaded, or the 
* © Peace of human Saciety diſturbed: For, if they are 


he expreſly aſſerts, * That the governing Powers in civi 


e Society have a Right, and it is their to puniſh | 


„ ſuch Offences.” And, as the Dr. pleads, That he has 
not, in the above Paſſage, © reſtricted and confined the 
* Magiſtrate's Power of puniſhing,” as is alledged ; ſo, 
though he had done ſo, Where is the Oppoſition to the 
Confeſſion of Faith's * extending it to Blaſphemies, Here- 
% ties, Breach of Sabbath, and other abaminable Sins a- 


“ gainſt the firſt Table of the Low > unkd eo be. - 


alledged, that either the Confeſſion of Faith, or he, had aſ- 
ſerted, That ſuch abaminable Sins are not Crimes hurtful 
to our Neighbours, nor diſturbing to the Peace of human 
Society: But neither of theſe the Dr. conceives can be 
juſtly alledged; on the contrary he contends, That ma- 


aw, are alſo injurious to our Neighbours, and diſturb+ 


ing 


5 ſuch abominable Sins againſt the firſt Table of God's 


E {raining Men from the free Exerciſe of their natura! 
and unalienable Right, Tc. ſuppreſſing by Methods of 
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: 1 
ing td the Peace of Society: And the Aſſeftion, That 
ade civil Magiſtrate's Power of iſhing is to be cons. 


25 fined to Crimes by which our eighbours are injured, 
or the Peace of human Society diſturbed,” whether true 


or falſe, does not appear to him to © confine the Magi» 


©. ſtrate's Power of puniſhing, to Sins committed againſt 


« the ſecond Table of God's Law; but enly, to de- 


termine the Vieu in which axy Crimes do fall under his 


Cognizance, and are puniſhable by him; viz. that it is, 
as they are hurtful to Mankind, Invaſions of the nat 
or civil Rights of others, diſturbing to the Peace of Soci- 
, or ſubverſive of Order and Goverment; againſt which 
it is not alledged, in this Article of the Charge, that the 
Confefſion of Faith has ſaid any _ The great Dr. 
Owen, in his Treatiſe of Toleration, ſays, © It is a Mi- 
« ſtake, to affirm, that thoſe who plead for Toleration 


4 doallow of Puniſhment for Offences againſt the ſecond | 


* Table, not againſt the firſt : The Caſe is the ſame, both 
“in reſpe& of the one and the other, What Offences a- 
&« gainſt the ſecond Table are puniſhable ? doubtleſs not 
« all; but only ſuch as by diſorderly Eruption pervert the 
« Courſe of publick Quiet and Society: Yea, none but 
„ ſuch fall under human Cognizance, And this is al - 


c lowed as to the Offences againſt the firſt Table, Ser- 


mons and Tratts, F. p. 291. 


From the above Paſſage of the Dr.'s Sermon, and what 
is now ſaid upon it, it may appear, whether he can be 


juſtly charged with © licentiouſly extending the Liberty 
of Chrittian Subjects; or, leaving any Men to act im- 
« paxe in religious Affairs, without proper Reſtrictions 
and Limitations; or, whether any Thing aſſerted by him 


tends © to juſtify any Tol ration of Errors in the Chriſti- 


* az Church, or to hinder the Exerciſe of the Diſcipline 


of the Church againſt any Errors whatever; or even pleads 
for ſuch a Forbearance of erroneous Perſons in civil So- 


ciety, as can be properly termed a boundleſs Toleration; 
or whether he has, by any Thing above aſſerted, o ned 
a Door to Hereticks, or any others, to preach and print 
what they pleaſe; even giving, and not granting, that he 
had been ſpeaking of the civil Magiſtrate's Power of pu- 


niſhing, and had confined the ſaid Power, as is alledged. 
He has indeed aſſerted, That © when Truth in Religion 


& n oem en Redet and TERS 
& ment free Scope, we may expe Impo ſtures of alt | 
| 2 Kinds ſhall rh more 5 -» which, he 


T ans; caliper LE ag: But no where 


„That free Scope is to be given alſo to Rail- 
2 — without any Hazard from the ſe- - 
Arm in ſich Affairs; unleſs _ ſhould be rec- 


* to be implied in this Aſertion, that % when T ruth 


| a SE falſe Rea 7 l- placed Rail- 
nry will not! «ft, but one 
« Time or other expoſe — oF Wasch can no more 


e eee eee . be, laced Raille* | 


ee ooxry otherwiſe treated, than to be left w that 
Teſt; than if he had aſſerted, That © did iſtianity uni- 
A yerſally prevail among us, in its Life Power] Vio- 
* lence and Oppreſſion would be no more heard in our 
% Land, it wink ly; that he would have noInftances 
of Violence andO ppreſſion otherwiſe treated, than to be left 
to the Prevalency * vital Chriſtianity to extirpate them. 
The Articles of the Conf2fiow of Faith, whichy in the 
e e e the Dr. i Fe. d to contradict, 
We, * Chap. 2 The civil M hath Autho- 
rity, an 11 15 ins ty to take eder, that Unity and 
« Peace be preſerved in che Church; that the Fruth of 
_ © God be kept pure and intite; that all Blaſphemies and 
* Herefies be ſuppreſſed ; alt Corruptions and Abufes in 
* Worſhip and Diſcipline gnome or reformed ; and 
all Ordinances of - wa 1 8 adminiſtred and 


e obferved.” And 4 ” 4 who, upon 
4 Pretence of Chriftiant ibery ht oppoſe any lawfut 
4 Power, or the lawful Exercite of. it; whether if be civik 


$ or eccleſi aſtical, reſiſt the Ordinance of God: Fanny 

* for their publiſhing of ſuch Opinions, or maintaining 

* ſuch Practices as are contrary to the Light of Nature, 

* or to the known Principles of Ohriſtianity, whether 
concerning Faith, Worſhip or Cenverfarion; or to the 

“ Power Godlineſs; ot fach erroneous Opinions or 

* 1 PraQtices, as, either in their own Nature, or in the 
Manner of publiſhing or maintaining them, are deitru · 

6 Qive to the externa pon and | Order which 8 

| hath eſtabliſhed in the Church; 

x" * calted to —— and proce fe nul by te . 7 


of Conſcience, confi 
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72 ſures of tie Obes, and by the Power of the civil Ma- 
ben Cppaſe the Dr. had afGrid, ® Thar the Pjew in 


„ ing is to be confined. to Crimes which juſtly come un- 
dex ſuch a View: Is there any thing, in either of theſe 
Articles, that aſſerts the contrary ? or maintains, that Af- 

fairs of Conſcience or Religion, conſidered as ſuch, do 
ower of the civil Magiſtrate? | 


fall under the coercive 


Does the Article, in chap. 23. & 3. contain any Aſſertion 


of the Magiſtrate's Riga Duty to uſe Force in Affairs 

ered Altar oro puniſh any Men, 
merely for their religious Miſtakes, or for worſhipping 
God according to their Conſciences? Or can any ſuch 
Principle: be alledged to be implied in this Article; un- 
leſs it is aſſerted, That, the civil, Magiſtrate hath xo other 
Way, lett of tabig Order, that Unity and Peace be preſer- 
ved in the Church, &c. but by uſing Force or Puniihment 


in Afﬀairs of Conſcience ?. whereas, on the contrary, the 
following Words in that Section make expreſs Mention 
of ſore Methods by which the Magiſtrate may take Order 
for theſe Purpoſes, without the leaſt Mention of Force or 
| Puniſhment. Does not the Article, in chap. 20. I 4. 

plainly.ſpeak-of turbulent Perſons, who ** »ppaſe or reſt 
© a lawful-Power;- or the lawful Exerciſe of it; that 


5 
uch 


but they, lauf: Which will hold true, if there 
barpen, in Which ſuch Fern fer fehr. | 
| 5 ices, 


olent chad to ſuch Cen- N 


ctices, will fall under ( Laſh of the civil Magiſtrate, as 
injurious to others about them, or Diſturbers of the Or- 
der and Peace of Society; and, as ſuch Cafes may un- 
doubtedly happen, it can be no Contradiction to any thing 
aff rted by the Dr. that the Perſons deſeribed in this Ar- 
tidle, for the f ractices: there mentioned, may laupalh be 
punithed by the civil Magiſtrate; even though he had aſ- 
lerted, that the civil Magittrate's Power of puniſhing is to 
be contined to Crimes hurtful to particular Perſons, or 
to the Peace of Society. FF 
Upon the whole; it may be evident, that, with regard 
to theſe two Articles of the Charge, the Dr. has not vent- 
ed any Error, contrary to the DoQrine of this Church, 
contained in her Confeſſion of Faith. 14 „„ 


Art. 3. That he is for removing Confeſſions, and 
* freeing Perſons from Subſcriptions thereto; and ſnch 
© other great Bars againſt a frec and impartial Enquiry, 
H -ariting from a Regard to worldly Intereſts.” © 
Fhe Pr. no where, in either of theſe Sermons, ſays the 
leaſt Word againſt Confeſſious of- Faith, or makes the 
leaſt Inſinuation of their being any Bars againſt a free and 
impartial Enquiry : And, in the only Place where he 
ſpeaks of “great Bars againſt a free and impartial Enqui- 
xy,“ it may be obvious to any one who will attend to 
his Words, and the plain grammatical ConſtruQion of 
them, that he could not poſſibly mean ſuch Confeſſions and 
Subfcriptions, or intend to inelude them in that Expreſſi- 
on: It is part of the large Paſſage above referred to upon 
the firſt Article; where, ſpeaking of a Happineſs we are 
now actually in the Poſſeſſien of, and at preſent enjoy in 
Great Britain, he ſays, While this Happineſs continues 
* among us, — we may hope, that valuable Improve- 
ments in all uſeful Knowledge -ſhall take place; 
while the great Bars — are removed: N. B. while they 
are removed, He is here plainly ſpeaking of a Happineſs 
which zow takes place, and which took place when he 
ſpoke theſe Words; and therefore, what he here calls the 
2 Bars againſt a free and impartial Enquiry, are ſuch 
Har. 5 are now, and 2 9 9 ; ſo that he could 
nor poſſibly intend to include, under that Appellation, any 
thing that 75 not already, and was not then removed ; bus 
. | So 5 


1 


muſt have a View to 4 gBars againſt a free and im - 
partial Enquiry, ariſing from a Regard to worldly In- 
| * tereſt, and the Fear of Man's Judgment,” as have for- 


merly taken place in theſe Lands; and are zew, by the 
Bleſſing of God, removed, Oo 


Art. 4. That he is greatly concerned far.a more free 
Education of Children by Parents and other Inſtructors, 
* than is conſiſtent with the Directories thereof, appro» 
ven by this and other Proteſtant Churches, and con- 
* tained in their reſpective Catechiſms ; becauſe they 


contain theſe particular and peculiar Doctrines waich 


* he calls their Sh;&boleth of a Party.” Founded on X. 
Serm. p. 33. l. 21, I ſpeak it with very great Cpncern 3 
I cannct help being apprehentive, that the Looſeueſs 


| and Debauchery fo much lamented in many, who are 


f© obſerved to have had the Benefit of a religious Educa- 
tion, may often be found to e in a great meaſure 
* from that very Education itſelf, as it is managed ; Far 
„I may appeal to attentive Obſervers, whether that which 
* obtains the Name of a religious Education, does not 
often turn out in ſuch a Shape as this? Ihe Care of 
©-Parents, or Inſtructors, about the religious part of E- 
* ducation, is almoſt wholly ſpent in inculcating upon 


* young ones the Sh;bbolerh of a Party; making them ac» 
„ quainted with, and inſtilling into them a Regard for 


the particular Doctrines or peculiar Forms of thei 


«own Sec; in which there may oft- times be found a 


Mixture of Things abſurd or trifling ; which yet are 


* inculcated with as great Earneſtneſs, and by the ſamo 


Methods, with the moſt weighty and important Points; 
* while great Pains are taken to inſpire in them, at the 
* ſame 1'ime, a ſtrong Averſion to thoſe of another Way 
of thinking, and that by Methods which even a childs 
* iſh Capacity may diſcern to be contrary to, Equity and 
* Charity,” Here, as this is the only Place waere the 
Dr. uſes theſe Words the Shibboleth of a Party, it may be 
obvious, whether there is the leaſt Foundation for aſſert- 


ing, That he calls the particular and peculiar Doctrines 


© contained in the reſpective Carechiſms of the Proteſtant 
“ Churches their Shibboleth of a Party.“ What Paint 


of Error, contrary to W of this Church, can be 


« 4 
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Sand in an part of the above biegen Can itbe, tha 
S : 


4 Parties are diſtinguiſhed by particular Doctrines, or pe- 
e culiar Forms, 7. e. Forms or Modes of Worſhip ? That 


= 


is Words imply, That among the Profeſſors of Reli- 
gion there are ſeyeral Sects or Parties? or, that theſe 


among the particular Doctrines of Sects, or their pecu- | 
« liar Forms of Worſhip, there may oft-times be found a 
Mixture of Things abſurd or trifling ?” or, Can it be 
any doctrilial Error, to inſinuate, That theſe particu- 
„jar Doctrines and peculiar Forms have ſometimes an 
“ extravagant Streſs laid upon them, and are made invi- 
% dious Marks of Diſtinction, to mark out People for 
© Hatred or Miſchief; and may then be called he $hib- 
% goleth f a Party? That. it is only in this View that 
he gives them that Name, appears from the natural Force 


of the Alluſion to the Uſe made of the Word Sh:i4bolerh, 
Jud. xii 6. and from the whole Strain of the following 


part of that Head. Neither can it, certainly, be any Er- 
ror in Doctrine to ſay, © That otten Parents and other 
Inſtructors are guilty of ſuch a piece of Miſmanage- 
ment in the religious part of the Education of Children, 
&« as to ſpend their Care almaſt wholly in inculcating upon 


Ezthem theſe” particular Doctrines, or peculiar Forms.“ 


Nor can it, certainly, be any Error, to blame ſuch a Con- 
duct; for, amidit the various and inconſiſtent Opinions 


and Forms by which different Proteſtant Churches are 


ſtill diſtinguiſhed, the Dr. knows of no Directories for 
„the Education of Children approved by any of them,” 
which obligeParents or other Inſtructors © to ſpend: their 
„Care almoſt auholly in inculcating upon young ones the 
4 particular Doctrines or peculiar Forms of their own 


( Sc&,” and to lay ſuch an extravagant Streſs upon theſe 


as he is blaming; or which approve of ſuch a Con- 
duct; and do not rather lead them to ſpend moſt of their 
Care in inculcating upon young ones theſe moſt. weighty 
Points in which good Men and ſerious Chriſtians agree, 
and uſing their utmoſt Endeavours to bring them to'ſfuch 

a Faith of theſe as worketh by Love. 


Are. 5, © That he a goa diminiſhes the due 
+ Weight and Influence of Arguments taken from the 


— 


* Awe of future Rewards and Runiſnments, while he al- 
* ledges, that, without explaining the Nature and 4. 5 


ds 


os 


e 


— dn. Af 


* explaining the 
, bute no more to promote a liberal Piety and Virtue, 2 


ey 
«. of theſe moſt important, evident and plain Articles of 
* 8 the ſame can contribute no more to form the 


«Minds of the Youth to a Senſe of Good and Evil, than 
«: Whips-and Sugar-plumbs.” Founded on Ref. Jerm. 

34. J. F. where he mentions it, as another great Fault 
in the Education of Children; when, inſtead of form- 
„ing their Minds to a rational Senſe of Good and Evil, 
„a Taſte and Reliſh for true Piety and Virtue, upon 
“ ſuch Principles as will ſtand the Teſt of a moſt ſtrict 


Examination; any Inſtances ax? en Practice they are 
4 taught are recommended and en 


orced by mere Autho- 
& rity, or by the Awe of future Rewards and Puniſh- 
«© ments; Which, as they are made Uſe of, without ever 

Nature and Juſtice of them, can contri- 


«Reliſh for true Goodneſs, and Savour of Honeſty ih 
“ the Mind, than Whips and Supar-plumbs.” Here it 
may be obvious, that the Things which the Dr. ſays the 
Awe of future Rewards and Puniſhments, made U ſe of 
without ever explaining the Nature and Juſtice of them, 


cCan contribute no more to promote, than Whips and Su- 


gar-plumbs are; a liberal Piety and Virtue, a Reliſh 
© for true Goodneſs, and Savour of Honeſty in the 
« Mind.” By which Words nothing can be intend- 
ed, but aPiety and Virtue, flowing from and influen-. 

« ced by a ſupreme Love of God, a prevaling Love of 
4 Piety and Virtue itſelf, a ſtrong and commanding Senſe 
Jof the Beauty of Holineſs, of the Amiableneſs and 


„ Sweetnefs of Honeſty and Goodneſs, and a prevailing. 


„Delight in them.“ So far as a Man's Practice of Reli- 
gion is not of this kind, and influenced by ſuch Prin- 
<ciples, he looks upon it as a ſervile and mercenary Religi- 
on; and can never reckon it that liberal Piety and Virtue, 


which he thinks it ſhould be his great Concern to pro- 


mote. Now, let any underſtanding and unbiaſſed Per- 
ſon judge, whether, barely inculcating upon Children 

that, if they do ſo and ſo, the Governor of the Worid 
will give them everlaſting Pleaſure in another Life; and, 
if they do otherwiſe, he will inflict everlaſting Torment 


upon them; can contribute any more to promote in them 


the Love of God and Goodneſs, than the Pain of the Rod 
with which the Parent himſelf corrects their Faults, or 
the ſenſual Gratifications with which he rewards their O- 

2 5 obedience; 


- 
with © diminiſhing or concealing the due Weight and In- 
+ fluence of ſach e eee who make Ule of them, 


\ 
1 


bediene; if, all the while, he never joins with theſs 


| Warnings any Explication of the amiable and adorable 
Character of this univerſal Governor, of the Equity and 


Goodneſs of his Laws, the Nature of the Rewards he 
will beſtow on thoſe who obey his Commands, and the 


Juſtice of theſe Denunciations which he has made the 


Sanctions of his Laws? May it not be evident, at firſt 
View, to any underſtanding and conſiderate Chriſtian, 
that the true Love of God and Holineſs can only be pro- 
moted, by a prevailing Senſe of the Amiableneſs of God, 
and the Goodneſs of his Laws; together with ſome 
Knowledge of the Nature, and Conviction of the Juſtice 
of the Sanctions of. theſe Laws: And, inſtead of an 


Man's being guilty, by ſuch Doctrine as this, of © pro- 


* phanely diminiſhing the due Weight and Influence of 
{ . taken from the Awe of future Rewards 
Puniſhments ; ” May not they rather be charged 


withont. ever explainmg the Nature and Fuſtice of theſe 


Rewards and Puniſhments; ſeeing it is evident, that 


from 2bis their chief Weight and malt proper Influenee is 
derived. - .. | | 


The Dr., in jelivering- his Sentiment, made Uſe of 


the Expreſſion, Whips and r. eee which, from 
the firit Opportunity he had of anſwering for himſelf, he 
declared he had long ago been apprehenſive might be rec- 
koned too familiar a Phraſe; and therefore was willing 
to alter it: And, as he has found the Compariſon offen- 
ſtye to ſome worthy Miniſters, he would chuſe, if he was 
to give a new Edition of his Sermon, to drop it altoge- 
ther. But he conceives there is no Appearance of Qppoſi- 
tion between what he had aſſerted in the above Paragraph 
of his Sermon, and that Article adduced from the Con- 


feffion of Faith, chap. 33. $3. © Chriſt would have us 


&« to be certainly perſuaded that there ſhall be a Day of 


Judgment, both to deter all Men from Sin, and for the 


"06 greater Conſolation of the Godly tn theix Adverſity.“ 


Art. 6. That he exceeds in his Charity, both to Hea - 
e thens, to whom the Goſpel- offer has been or may be 
. made, and who _ the ſame; and to ſuch as were 
& horn, baptized and educated in the Church, who after- 

_ ** Waris 
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1 


«* -wards become Dent and reject the Words bf Je 


„ and his Inſtitution.“ Founded by the Presbytery on 
Char. Serm. p. 28. Though I am conſcious to my ſelf” 
I am as far as any Man trom a Diſpotitivn to judge 
“ raſhly, even of thoſe who reject the Words or our Sa- 
© viour himſelf; and am willing to leave them to the 


Jadment of the Searcher of Hearts, - whoſe' Mercies - 


« are great, 2 Sam. xxiv. 14. yet I maſt own iam at a 
< lofs to coneeive, how a Soul, in which the Love of 
% Goodneſs and juſt Notions of God had a due.Preya= 
* lency, could reject (as an enthuſiaſtical, an uſeleſs or 
i pernicious Impoſture) a Claim to Divine Revelation, 
in which he Eud of the Commandment is Chariry. The 
Article of the Confeſſion of Faith adduced as contrary to 
this Paſſage is in chap. 10. $4, © Much leſß can Men, 

not profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, be ſaved in an 
« other Way whatſoever, c.“ But the putting of ſuch 


4 e plainly ariſes from underitanding the Dr. “s 


ords in a Senſe which they cannot bear; as if; in this 
Paragraph, he was ſpeaking concerning the future State, 
or the eternal Salvation of thoſe who reze& the Words of 
our Saviour: Whereas it may be obvious; that it is :wly- 
| boner, Er preſent Diſpoſition, in rejecting Chrittia-: 
nity in the Manner and on the Grounds he mentions, that 
he is there ſpeaking z © that he is at a loſs to reconcile. 
* ſuch an Oppoſition to ſo good an Inſtitation, with a 
* due Prevalency of the Love of Goodneſs and juſt No- 
tions of God in the Soul: And that this Cenſure 
might not be thought reſo, he uſhers it in with a Proteſta- 
tion, That he is far from a Diſpoſition to judge raſhly, 


even of thoſe, c.“ and, in Oppoſition to this, ſays, 
_ © he is willing to leave them to the Judgment of b 


* Searcher of Hearts; ” plainly becauſe the Fhing he had 
in View was the inward Diſpoſition of their Hearts': He: 
adds, whoſe Mercies are e ; With a plain Reference to 
2 Sam. XIV. 14. where David is evidently ſpeaking of the 

preſent Exerciſe of God's Mercies in this Life... . © 


Art. 7. That he ſeems to oppoſe the orthodox Do- 
< Qrine, concerning the ſinful and corrupt State of all 
Men from their Birth; and aſſerts, that good Example 
and Inſtructions may take the Start, not omty of vitious 
4 Habits, bit even of vitious Inclinations in M2" tal. 


— — 


e dren;“ founded on 9 2 P. 32. where the Ur 
is hinting ſome Advantages of an early Application tod 
form the Minds of Children; © while the natural Senſe E 
% Goodneſs is yet in a great Meaſure undebauched, and 
& good Inſtructions and Examples may ia ſome Meaſure 
take the Start of vitious Habits and Inclinations.” The 
Art. of the Conf. of Faith, which ſeemed to be here oppo- 
ſed, is in ch. 6. $ 4, © By this original, Corruption we are 
44 utterly indiſpoſed, diſabled, and made oppoſite to alt 
„good, and wholly inclined to all Evil.” But does this 
Article aſſert, or imply, that“ the natural Senſe of Good- 
<« nels is not yet in 4 great Meaſure undebauched in Chil- 
« dren; or that good Inſtructions and Examples can in o 
« * * take the Start of vitious :abits and Inclinati- 
Ws Is there not a nataral Senſe of Goodveſs, or of the 
Differencebetwixt good and Evil, in all Men? and yetnay 
not even this Sexſe of Goodneſs itlelf be in a great Meafure 
debauched by witions Habits? Before ſuch Habits, then, 
have this unhappy Influence, is it not yet iu @ great Mea- 
ſore uudebauched? When the Dr. ſpeaks of © taking ti ©. 

_ *'Start of vitious Habits and Inclinations,” it is natural to 
underſtand him as ſpeaking of theſe particular Lucliuationt 
to ſome Vices more than to others; which commonly fol- 
low upon, and are the Fxun of eoutratted uitiaur Has 

Bet; whereas the Conf. 7 Faith,” iii the Pa adduced, 
plainly ſpeaks of the Hhhitual Inclination zo a El. 
But the R. Appellants declared before the R. Synod 
their Satisfaction with the Dr. 's Defences on this Article, 
and! that he had taken off the ſeeming Oppoſition; before 
the R. Synod, without a Vote, agreed in the ſame Mind. 
Upon the Whole, it is evident, that the Dr. has diſ- 
proved the Charge of his having vented. or publiſhed Er- 
ror, contrary to the Doctrine of this Church, in all the 
ſeveral Articles thereof. %%% LL or 


d the Veuerable Aſſembly will 6 
_ Sentence of the Rev. 
e 


dale, acquitting him from 
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